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Max Nelson b: May 15, 1880 or 1879 in Russia d: 09 May 1947 
+Celia Rabloff b: December 15, 1881 in Russia d: 09 Mar 1947; m. c1903 in US (1910 census) 
 
Parents 

Avram Michel Nelson (Schlager) b: 1847 Lokacze? 
Taube/Toby/Tobie Echt/Yecht Nelson Sacknoff b: 1863-68 Lokacze, Pol; d: 11/4/1932 Maine 

 
Children 

Sidney Nelson b: Abt. 1905 in St. Louis, Missouri d: June 10, 1992 in Missouri 
Isadore Nelson b: March 17, 1906 in St. Louis, Missouri; d: June 22, 1976, Broward, FL 
Stanley Nelson b: January 25, 1909 in St. Louis, Missouri-d: May 5, 1941 (Regional ileitis) 
Adele Nelson b: 3/29/1911 in St. Louis, Missouri; d: 4/11/1990 Missouri 

 

1899 Immigration per 1920 Census 
1900 Immigration per 1910, 1930 Census 
Hebrew name: Menachem Mendel; possible last name: Nelson, Nielson, Shlager and varialts 
 

Documents 
 

Undated letter from family genealogist Irving Robinson to Susan Cook. 
 

April 15, 1910 Census 2826 Dickson Street, St. Louis 
Max Nelson 32, Tailor 
Cecelia Nelson 28, married 7 years 
Samuel Nelson 5 
Iseidor Nelson 4 
Issy Nelson 11/12 
Jacob Glaser 25 

 

September 7, 1918 Draft Registration 
 

January 13, 1920 Census 2826 Dickson Street, St. Louis 
Max Nelson 40 
Celia Nelson 37 
Sidney Nelson 15 
Isadore Nelson 13 
Stellna Nelson 11 
Adie Nelson 9 

 

April 7, 1930 Census 7046 Pershing Avenue, University City 
Nelson, Selig (b: 1882*) 
Nelson, Isadone (b: 1906*) 
Nelson, Stanley (b: 1909*) 
Nelson, Adele (b: 1911*) 

 

April 20, 1940 Census 7046 Pershing Avenue, University City 
Max Nelson Head M 61 Russia 
Celia Nelson Wife F 59 Poland 
Stanley Nelson Son M 31 Missouri 

 

December 11, 1946 Max Nelson SS Application 
Birth: 15 May 1880; Mother: Toba (last name unknown); Father: Mendel Nelson note that Max’s gravestone 
identifies him as "Menachem Mendel son of Avraham Michel." 
 
Death (Hebrew name on headstone: Menachem Mendel) 
Nelson Celia 15 Dec 1881-9 Mar 1947 Chesed Shel Emeth, Olive St. block 68/1 grave 11 
Nelson Max 15 May 1880-9 May 1947 Chesed Shel Emeth, Olive St. block 68/1 grave 12 
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Historv . 

Avrum Michel ' s fi rst wife , Rachel, died in a fire leuvt ng 4 s mall children named Joseph , Rlvk a , Hanna 

and Pesha . 

He then ma ~i ed Rachel ' s half- s i s t e r ,Toba , who bore him Sar~h , Anni e . I saac , Shea , Rose , Max , BeckV, Ef~ 
and Est her . 

Tob a mixed RaChe l ' s ch i ldren with her Dwn and tre~t ed them a ll a like . Al l the 1 3 children gr ew up 85 

br others and sisters . Your granrlmothe r Pas ha and my mothe r Rose ac t ed like r eal sisters to each other , 

ev~ though they we r e ~al f- s i 5te rs . YOur f a ther was my fir s t half- cousi n , a lthough I gr ew up knowing 

h i m as 2 f irs t co us in . I consider all the Cooks as fir s t co us in s to this d~y . Vou , Sus an , are my 

fir s t cousi n onc e r emOVEd f or a ll inten t s and pu~po ses . 

Addendum. Th e name Schl eger was changed to Nelson by my uncle Max when he arriv ed in the U. S . A. 
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Letter from Irving Robinson, Montreal, to Susan Cook. Date unknown.



1910 Census St. Louis, MO April 15, 1910 
 
Name: Max Nelson  
Age in 1910: 32 Estimated birth year: abt 1878  Birthplace: Russia  
Relation to Head of House: Head  
Father's Birth Place: Russia    Mother's Birth Place: Russia  
Spouse's name: Cecelia Nelson  
Home in 1910: St Louis Ward 19, 2826 Dickson Street, St Louis (Independent City), Missouri  
Marital Status: Married  Race: White   Gender: Male  
Year of Immigration: 1900  
Household Members: Name Age  

Max Nelson 32  
Cecelia Nelson 28  
Samuel Nelson 5  
Iseidor Nelson 4  
Issy Nelson 11/12  
Jacob Glaser 25  

  
Name: Cecelia Nelson 
Age in 1910: 28  Estimated birth year: abt 1882  Birthplace: Russia  
Relation to Head of House: Wife     Spouse's name: Max Nelson  
Father's Birth Place: Russia   Mother's Birth Place: Russia  
Marital Status: Married    Race: White    Gender: Female 
Year of Immigration: 1900; Years married: 7 
 
Name: Samuel Nelson  
Age in 1910: 5  Estimated birth year: abt 1905   Birthplace: Missouri  
Relation to Head of House: Son  
Father's Name: Max Nelson   Father's Birth Place: Russia  
Mother's Name: Cecelia Nelson     Mother's Birth Place: Russia  
Race: White    Gender: Male  
  
Name: Iseidor Nelson  
Age in 1910: 4  Estimated birth year: abt 1906   Birthplace: Missouri 
Relation to Head of House: Son  
Father's Name: Max Nelson    Father's Birth Place: Russia  
Mother's Name: Cecelia Nelson     Mother's Birth Place: Russia  
Marital Status: Single   Race: White    Gender: Male  
 
Name: Issy Nelson  
Age in 1910: 11/12  Estimated birth year: abt 1909   Birthplace: Missouri  
Relation to Head of House: Son  
Father's Name: Max Nelson    Father's Birth Place: Russia  
Mother's Name: Cecelia Nelson      Mother's Birth Place: Russia  
Home in 1910: St Louis Ward 19, St Louis (Independent City), Missouri  
Marital Status: Single  Race: White      Gender: Male  
 
Name: Jacob Glaser  
Age in 1910: 25  Estimated birth year: abt 1885   Birthplace: Russia  
Relation to Head of House: Roomer  
Father's Birth Place: Russia   Mother's Birth Place: Russia  
Marital Status: Single  Race: White     Gender: Male  Year of Immigration: 1899  



Max Nelson, Cecelia and family, St. Louis, MO 1910 Census                                                                                                April 15, 1910





World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918
Name: Max Nelson
City: St Louis  County: St Louis (Independent City)
Birth Date: 1879 Race: White
FHL Roll Number: 1683851

Source Information: Ancestry.com. World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918 [data-
base on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2005. Original data: United
States, Selective Service System. World War I Selective Service System Draft Registration
Cards, 1917-1918. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration. M1509,
4,582 rolls. Imaged from Family History Library microfilm.



1920 United States Federal Census January 13, 1920 
 
Name: Max Nelson 
Home in 1920: St Louis Ward 19, 2826 Dickson Street, St Louis (Independent City), Missouri  
Age: 40   Estimated birth year: abt 1880   Birthplace: Russia  
Relation to Head of House: Self (Head) 
Spouse's name: Celia Nelson  
Father's Birth Place: Russia   Mother's Birth Place: Russia  
Marital Status: Married   Race: White   Sex: Male  
Home owned: Own  
Year of Immigration: 1899  
Able to read: Yes    Able to Write: Yes 
[Occupation: Manufacturer Clothing] 
Household Members: Name Age  

Max Nelson 40  
Celia Nelson 37  
Sidney Nelson 15  
Isadore Nelson 13  
Stellna Nelson 11  
Adie Nelson 9 

 
Name: Celia Nelson  
Age: 37   Estimated birth year: abt 1883    Birthplace: Russia  
Relation to Head of House: Wife    Spouse's name: Max Nelson  
Father's Birth Place: Russia    Mother's Birth Place: Russia  
Marital Status: Married  Race: White  Sex: Female  
Year of Immigration: 1899 
Able to read: No     Able to Write: No  
 
Name: Sidney Nelson 
Age: 15  Estimated birth year: abt 1905 Birthplace: Missouri  
Relation to Head of House: Son  
Father's Name: Max Nelson Father's Birth Place: Russia  
Mother's Name: Celia Nelson Mother's Birth Place: Russia  
Marital Status: Single  Race: White  Sex: Male  
Able to read: Yes  Able to Write: Yes  
 
Name: Isadore Nelson  
Age: 13   Estimated birth year: abt 1907     Birthplace: Missouri  
Relation to Head of House: Son  
Father's Name: Max Nelson   Father's Birth Place: Russia  
Mother's Name: Celia Nelson   Mother's Birth Place: Russia  
Marital Status: Single   Race: White   Sex: Male  
Able to read: Yes    Able to Write: Yes  
 
Name: Stellna Nelson  
Age: 11   Estimated birth year: abt 1909   Birthplace: Missouri  
Relation to Head of House: Son  
Father's Name: Max Nelson Father's Birth Place: Russia  
Mother's Name: Celia Nelson  Mother's Birth Place: Russia  
Marital Status: Single     Race: White   Sex: Male  
Able to read: Yes   Able to Write: Yes  



 
Name: Adie Nelson  [Adel Nelson] 
Age: 9   Estimated birth year: abt 1911    Birthplace: Missouri  
Relation to Head of House: Daughter  
Father's Name: Max Nelson   Father's Birth Place: Russia  
Mother's Name: Celia Nelson    Mother's Birth Place: Russia  
Marital Status: Single   Race: White   Sex: Female  
 
 
Source Citation: Year: 1920;Census Place: St Louis Ward 19, St Louis (Independent City), Missouri; Roll  
T625_956; Page: 16A; Enumeration District: 377; Image: 692. 
 
Source Information: 
 
Ancestry.com. 1920 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations Inc, 2010. Images reproduced by FamilySearch. 
Original data: Fourteenth Census of the United States, 1920. (NARA microfilm publication T625, 2076 
rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National Archives, Washington, D.C. For 
details on the contents of the film numbers, visit the following NARA web page: NARA. Note: Enumeration 
Districts 819-839 are on roll 323 (Chicago City). 
 
Description: 
This database is an index to individuals enumerated in the 1920 United States Federal Census, the Fourteenth 
Census of the United States. It includes all states and territories, as well as Military and Naval Forces, the 
Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, American Samoa, Guam, and the Panama Canal Zone. The census provides 
many details about individuals and families including: name, gender, age, birthplace, year of immigration, 
mother tongue, and parents’ birthplaces. In addition, the names of those listed on the population schedule are 
linked to actual images of the 1920 Federal Census. Learn more... 
 



Max Nelson, Celia and family, St. Louis, MO 1920 Census                                                                                           January 13, 1920





1930 Census St. Louis, MO April 7, 1930 
 
Census - US Federal 1930 … Missouri » ST. LOUIS » UNIVERSITY CITY, WARD 1 » 95-59 » Sheet 10A 
 
Nelson, Max (b: 1880*)  
Household:  

Nelson, Selig (b: 1882*) 
Nelson, Isadone (b: 1906*) 
Nelson, Stanley (b: 1909*) 
Nelson, Adele (b: 1911*) 

 
 
 
Owner, 7046 Pershing Avenue 
Year of Immigration: 1900 
 
 
 
Footnote: The National Archives Publication Number: T626  
Publication Title: Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930  
Content Source: NARA  
National Archives Catalog ID: 598030  
National Archives Catalog Title: Population Schedules for the 1930 Census, compiled 1930 - 1930  
Record Group: 29  
Census Year: 1930  
Short Description: NARA T626. Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930.  
State: Missouri  
County: ST. LOUIS  
Browse Description: UNIVERSITY CITY, WARD 1  
Enumeration District: 95-59  
Description: UNIVERSITY CITY, WARD 1 (PART), BOUNDED BY (N) DELMAR BLVD.; (E) BIG 
BEND BLVD.; (S) CLAYTON CITY LIMITS; (W) JACKSON AVE., KINGSBURY BLVD., WELLSLEY 
AVE.  
Sheet Number: 10A  
 





Max Nelson, Celia and family, St. Louis, MO 1930 Census     page 1                                                                                         April 7, 1930



Max Nelson, Celia and family, St. Louis, MO 1930 Census   page 2                                                                                          April 7, 1930





United States Census April 20, 1940 
 
Name: Max Nelson 
Age: 61   Estimated Birth Year: abt 1879 
Gender: Male   Race: White   Birthplace: Russia 
Marital Status: Married   Relation to Head of House: Head 
Home in 1940: University City, St Louis, Missouri   Street: Pershing   House Number: 7046 
Farm: No   Inferred Residence in 1935: University City, St Louis, Missouri 
Residence in 1935: Same House 
Citizenship: Naturalized 
Sheet Number: 5A 
Number of Household in Order of Visitation: 87 
Occupation: Clothing Manufacture 
House Owned or Rented: Owned   Value of Home or Monthly Rental if Rented: 8000 
Attended School or College: No 
Highest Grade Completed: Elementary school, 8th grade 
Hours Worked Week Prior to Census: 60 
Class of Worker: Working on own account 
Weeks Worked in 1939: 48   Income: 0   Income Other Sources: Yes 
 
Name: Clia [Celia] Nelson 
Age: 59   Estimated Birth Year: abt 1881 
Gender: Female   Race: White   Birthplace: Poland 
Marital Status: Married   Relation to Head of House: Wife 
Citizenship: Naturalized 
Attended School or College: No 
Highest Grade Completed: Elementary school, 5th grade 
Weeks Worked in 1939: 0   Income: 0   Income Other Sources: No 
 
Name: Stanley Nelson 
Respondent: Yes 
Age: 31   Estimated Birth Year: abt 1909 
Gender: Male   Race: White   Birthplace: Missouri 
Marital Status: Single   Relation to Head of House: Son 
Father's Birthplace: Russia   Mother's Birthplace: Poland 
Occupation: Office Manager 
Attended School or College: No 
Highest Grade Completed: Elementary school, 3rd grade 
Hours Worked Week Prior to Census: 48 
Class of Worker: Wage or salary worker in private work 
Weeks Worked in 1939: 48  Income: 3120   Income Other Sources: No 
Native Language: English 
Veteran: No   Social Security Number: No 
Usual Occupation: Office Manager 
Usual Industry: Wholesale Clothing Co 
Usual Class of Worker: Wage or salary worker in private work 
 
Household Members:  

Max Nelson 61 
Clia [Celia] Nelson 59 
Stanley Nelson 31 

 
Source Citation: Year: 1940; Census Place: University City, St Louis, Missouri; Roll: T627_2148; Page: 5A; Enumeration District: 95-70B   
Source Information: Ancestry.com. 1940 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 
2012.   Original Data: United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940. Washington, D.C.: 
National Archives and Records Administration, 1940. T627, 4,643 rolls.   Description: The 1940 United States Federal Census is the largest 
census released to date and the most recent census available for public access. The census gives us a glimpse into the lives of Americans in 1940, 
with details about a household’s occupants that include birthplaces, occupations, education, citizenship, and income.  © 2014 Ancestry.com 



Max Nelson, Celia and Stanley, St. Louis, MO                           1940 Census                                                                                             April 20, 1940







Stanley Nelson Death Certificate No. 16386 St. Louis, MO   May 5, 1941





Celia Nelson Death Certificate No. 12333 St. Louis, MO   March 9, 1947



Max Nelson Death Certificate No. 19188 St. Louis, MO   May 9, 1947



Max and Celia Nelson Cemetery Records 
 
http://www24.brinkster.com/jgsstl/CemFind.asp?lname=Nelson&searchtype=plain 
 
Nelson Celia 15 Dec 1881 9 Mar 1947 Chesed Shel Emeth, Olive St. plot 68  
 
Nelson Max 15 May 1880 9 May 1947 Chesed Shel Emeth, Olive St. plot 68  
 
Chesed Shel Emeth 
7550 Olive Blvd University City, Missouri 63130  
 
 
 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=cr&CRid=157725 
 
Chesed Shel Emeth 
7550 Olive Blvd 
University City 
St. Louis County 
Missouri 63130 
 
The Chesed Shel Emeth Society was formed on November 3, 1888, by Russian Jews who had fled the 
murderous pogroms in the homeland. It was a chevra kadisha, literally a "holy society" for mutual assistance 
and especially for burial. The name, originally transcribed from the Hebrew as "Chased Shel Amas," means 
"Faith in the Truth". The society's first goal was a hearse, and by early 1889 enough money had been raised 
to begin the purchase of one by installments. A celebration was held at Beth Hamedrosh Hagodol, then 
located on North 7th between Cole and King, and the hearse was paraded through the streets of the 
neighborhood. After the hearse was paid off in 1891, the society was able to purchase an acre and a half on 
the west side of Hanley at Olive on May 3, 1893. The congregation dedicated the ground on May 5 and the 
new fence and frame chapel on July 16 of the same year. The old gate to the original part of the cemetery can 
still be seen on Olive. It has a cut limestone arch inscribed in Hebrew. An adjacent 19.19 acres were 
purchased in 1904, but not dedicated until September, 1926. A new cemetery was launched in 1967, when 
thirty acres were purchased at 650 White Road, near Olive Boulevard in Chesterfield. Chesed Shel Emeth 
did not originally intend to have its own synagogue. It concentrated on providing free burials to all, treating 
rich and poor equally, so that indigent families need feel no shame at such a critical time. As the society 
succeeded at this goal it was able to turn its attention to other needs, particularly a hospital, a senior citizen's 
home and an orphans' home. It supported Hebrew schools both here and back in Russia and Poland. Finally 
in 1919, Chesed Shel Emeth moved into its own synagogue at Page and Euclid. A new University City 
building, at North & South and Gannon, was built in 1950. The congregation remained Orthodox in its 
philosophy but finally disbanded in 1996, when the building was sold to Shaarei Chesed Shul. 
 




